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‘‘He spotted some orange trees, and he ate

the oranges. YUM! Now he had the
color orange.

‘‘The rainbow went off on his journey again.
He saw some red apple trees, and ate
them. He got the color red.

‘‘Next, the rainbow found some nice green
grass, and he ate it. A green strip
showed up next to the others

‘‘At night, the rainbow looked up and saw
the yellow moon. He thought, ‘‘There is
a color I don’t have’’ and he took a
bite.

‘‘He was off on his journey again and saw
some sparkles. It was fresh clean
water. He took a sip and got the color
blue.

‘‘The rainbow turned around and saw a pic-
nic blanket with some purple grapes on
it. He ate them and got a purple stripe.

‘‘Some children came back to the park and
saw the rainbow. They were so sur-
prise, they shouted ‘WOW, what a beau-
tiful rainbow! The rainbow was happy.

‘‘The end.’’

As a Member of Congress representing the
Fourth District of Colorado, I am pound to
present Bryce Weaver and his family, I believe
that Bryce is an inspiration to others through
his creativity and I congratulate him on this
great success.
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A TRIBUTE TO JACK BERKLEY
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Thursday, July 16, 1998

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to reflect on the passing of an outstand-
ing man and great Kansan, Jack Belmont
Berkley of Stockton, KS, who died last month
at the age of 73.

Mr. Berkley was born June 25, 1923, in Hill
City and was a resident of Stockton since
1956. A veteran of World War II, Jack served
proudly as a member of the Army Air Corps
and later was a member of both the local
VFW post and the American Legion.

As a pillar of the community, Jack was in-
volved in the banking industry for most of his
life. Banking in small towns like Tescott and
Stockton, business growth is often the result
of risks taken together by a small town banker
and a local business owner. At the Stockton
National Bank, Jack was the bank president
from 1961, and served for over 35 years in
that capacity. In addition, Jack was also a
leader in his community as an active member
of the First Congregation Church and several
local civic clubs and organizations.

Mr. Speaker, it is humble, dedicated men
such as Jack Berkley that have helped shape
our communities and this nation. As soldiers in
war or stewards in peace, such men have de-
fined our national heritage and have served as
powerful examples for future generations. He
will be missed by his family, friends, neighbors
and associates throughout Kansas. I ask you
to join me in paying tribute to Jack Belmont
Berkley and his lifetime of service to his nation
and state.

HONORING THE ILLINOIS & MICHI-
GAN CANAL: A PRECIOUS PIECE
OF OUR NATION’S HISTORY

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, 150 years ago,
the Illinois & Michigan Canal was completed.
Built from 1836 to 1848, the I&M Canal was
the catalyst for the evolution of Chicago from
a backwards settlement on the shore of Lake
Michigan into the hustling metropolis referred
to as the gateway to the American West. Fol-
lowed later by the railroads and the Sanitary
and Ship Canal, which played critical roles in
the continued development of Chicago and the
Midwest, the I&M Canal was the catalyst. It
was the one of the first and certainly one of
the most notable infrastructure projects that
changed the landscape of Chicago and the
American heartland forever, and it made an in-
delible mark in America’s psyche as Chicago
became one of the nation’s largest transpor-
tation hubs.

The canal linked Lake Michigan with the Illi-
nois River in LaSalle/Peru and made it pos-
sible to ship cargo from the Atlantic Ocean
through the Great Lakes to the Mississippi
River and down to the Gulf of Mexico. The
canal was 60 feet wide and 6 feet deep along
its entire length, and cargo was carried on
barges pulled by mules. The I&M Canal stimu-
lated economic development along its path,
and particularly in Chicago.

Recognizing the rich heritage and rec-
reational opportunities of the I&M Canal, Con-
gress designated it as the first National Herit-
age Corridor in 1984, the first ‘‘partnership
park’’ of its kind, which is now a model for
such parks throughout the nation. Presently,
over 10 such parks exist in the U.S., and it
was the I&M Corridor that started it all. Along
with the designation, Congress also created a
Commission to coordinate the efforts and re-
sources of federal, state, and local agencies.

My esteemed colleagues from the Illinois
congressional delegation recognize the impor-
tance of the canal, too. Last year, I introduced
legislation that would extend the I&M Canal
National Heritage Corridor Commission for an-
other five years to 2004. Nearly the entire del-
egation from my home state have cospon-
sored my legislation. They placed their biparti-
san support behind the legislation, because
we all recognize the historical importance of
the I&M Canal, and we all want to see its
preservation for our children and our children’s
children.

Mr. Speaker, this is why it is an honor for
me to rise today to honor the 150th birthday
of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Its historical
significance in the development of the Midwest
has made an indelible mark in this nation’s
history. We should do our part to protect our
national heritage by continuing to work for its
preservation for the future generations to
enjoy and cherish. As we look with boundless
optimism towards the future, we must also be
wise enough keep our feet planted and learn
about and remember our roots—where we
came from—for that is the tie that binds us as
a people and as a nation.

HONORING MERITOR AUTOMOTIVE,
INC. FOR CONTINUED JOB GROWTH
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the continued success of the hard-work-
ing men and women of Meritor Automotive,
Inc. Today, the 552 employees of Meritor
Automotive, Inc., along with local and state of-
ficials, will gather in Gordonsville, Tennessee
to celebrate yet another milestone in the com-
pany’s history. This milestone marks the revi-
talization of a factory—providing needed jobs
to this growing community.

Meritor is a true success story. On April 1,
1995 Meritor purchased the business from
Dura Automotive Systems. At the time many
people felt Dura Systems’ decision to dis-
continue production signaled the closure of
this facility. However, the Meritor team
changed that perception and was able to turn
the business into a preferred supplier of Ford
parts and receive numerous awards of excel-
lence.

Since Meritor assumed control of the facility,
the plant in Gordonsville has added 280 jobs
to the local community; invested over $15 mil-
lion to refurbish the facility; pumped over $50
million into the local economy; and invested
over $250,000 in environmental protections.

These are not small tasks. While the com-
pany continues to grow, they are also helping
make Gordonsville, Smith County and the sur-
rounding area a better place to live and raise
a family. The list of community service
projects include: providing on-site GED train-
ing at no cost; allowing college courses to be
taught in their training rooms; working with
local charities and civic groups, like the Lion’s
club to provide free eye examinations to the
children of Smith County.

Middle Tennessee is one of the fastest
growing areas in the country—with over
110,000 new jobs created since 1984. Meritor
is committed to improving the quality of life in
the Gordonsville community. They have
worked to see that our children receive a
good, quality education and allowed our young
people to find a good job close to home. All
of these contributions help build on my dream
of a vibrant, growing economy in Middle Ten-
nessee for the 21st Century.

I want to personally thank Meritor and all its
employees for its continued commitment to
this community and congratulate them on
being awarded the Ford Q1/QS 9000 distinc-
tion.
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SONNY BONO MEMORIAL SALTON
SEA RECLAMATION ACT

SPEECH OF
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Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, in addition to my
staff, who have worked long and hard on this
bill, I would like to thank Matt Simmons of
DUNCAN HUNTER’s staff, Jeff Shockey from
JERRY LEWIS’ staff, Catherine Johnson of KEN
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